LAKSHAMMA OF MELUR                    147
Lakshamma was borne down by the weight
of her grief.    Several years of married life had
brought a feeling  of weariness to her husband,
and he announced his intention to go on a  pilgri-
mage  to  Benares.    Lakshamma   implored her
husband not to go alone but take her.    He did
not listen.    He told her  to go to her brother's
house and left the village.     Lakshamma came
back to her brother's house.   She was then carry-
ing for  the  third  time  and was delivered of a
child a little prematurely in a few months.    The
child did not live.    The sorrows,  that   life had
brought her affected  Lakshamma's senses.    She
began to talk at times as if the children who had
died were still alive.    After two or three days of
such clouding she would recover her senses.    A
few  days  previous  to  the  occurrences that are
narrated here, she had proposed to go to Benares
to join her husband.    The brother and mother
tried to dissuade her.    She did not listen.    As
the discussion   was still going on,  Lakshamma,
that morning,  had got up from her bed earlier
than the others and in a state of half-wittedness
had come away to Bangalore.
As Narasimhia was telling me this story we
reached my house. Lakshamma had by that
time bathed and taken some fruit and a little